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The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) provides immigration
relief for non-citizens who are victims of domestic abuse. The law

allows victims to self-petition for legal status without relying on a Charlotte

U.S. citizen or LPR abuser. The victim can also self-petition Luckstone-Leavell,

without their abuser's knowledge. who has recently

returned to work at
You may be eligible to petition as a spouse for yourself under BOILA PC after

VAWA if completing law school

. If you are or were a victim of spousal abuse and at American
your spouse is a U.S. Citizen University, has just
If you are or were a victim of spousal abuse and been sworn in a
your spouse is a lawful permanent resident (LPR) lawyer. She passed

If you are or were a victim of spousal abuse and the Virginia Bar, one
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your marriage to the abuser was terminated by

death or divorce (relating to the abuse) within 2
years prior to filing

If you are or were a victim of spousal abuse and
your spouse lost or renounced citizenship or LPR
status because of an incident of domestic abuse
within 2 years prior to filing

To be eligible as a spouse, you also must prove:
You entered into the marriage in good faith (and
not solely for immigration benefits)

You are living with or previously lived with your
spouse
You are a person of good moral character

What if I am a male spouse?
You can obtain relief under VAWA whether you
are male or female. The provisions of VAWA apply
equally to men and women.

You may be eligible to petition as a parent for yourself under
VAWA
If you are a parent and your child was or is
abused by your U.S. citizen spouse
If you are a parent and your child was or is
abused by your LPR spouse

To be eligible as a parent, you also must prove:
You entered into the marriage in good faith (and
not solely for immigration benefits)

You are living with or previously lived with your
spouse
You are a person of good moral character

You also may be eligible to petition as a parent for yourself

under VAWA
. If you are a parent and you are or were abused

by your U.S. citizen child

If you are a parent and you are or were abused

by your child, and your child lost U.S. citizenship

due to an incident of domestic abuse within 2

years prior to filing

To be eligible as a parent you also must prove:
You are living with or have previously lived with
the abusive son or daughter
You are a person of good moral character

Is there an age requirement if 1 am an abused parent?
There is no age requirement for you as an abused
parent
Your child, however, must be over the age of 21

You may be eligible to petition as a child for yourself under
VAWA
If you are an abused child and you were abused
by your U.S. citizen/LPR parent and

of the most
prestigious and
difficult bars in the
country.

If you are a client at
BOILA PC, you may
now have Charlotte
working on your court
case or going with you
to hearings. Charlotte
does wonderful work
and we are very
fortunate to have her
working at BOILA as a
new associate.

At this time of year,
you may have all your
immigration problems
resolved, or you may
be in a very desperate

situation awaiting
decisions or court
hearings on your
case. You may be
depressed and
stressed because you
are separated from
your spouse, children,
family and loved
ones.

Rather than letting all
this overwhelm vou,




To be eligible as a child, you also must prove:
You are under 21 years of age
You are unmarried
You are living with or have previously lived with
the abusive parent
You have evidence to prove your relationship to
your parent
(You are a person of good moral character (if you
are between the ages of 14 and 21)

How can | petition for myself?

If you with to petition for yourself under VAWA, you must

consult with an attorney.

. You must complete the Form 1-360
(This is the Petition for Amerasian, Widow(er), or
Special Immigrant)
You also must include all required documentation
on the form
You must file the form with the Vermont Service
Center (VSC)

What if I am eligible, but I am currently in removal

proceedings?

See our next issue for complete details.
www.beach-oswald.com

Vietnam Religious Persecution

focus on your future
and preparing for your
immigration case. Be
the best that you can
be and reach out to
your colleagues,
friends or neighbors.
If you are in need,
speak to your
attorney, as we may
be able to refer you to
groups or agencies
that may help you
medically, financially,
or socially.
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Problems With Immigration
System

There are many problems with the
current immigration system. The
immigration laws that were put into
practice in the 1990s are now
outdated and need to be replaced
with laws that will be adequate for
the increasing number of
immigrants coming into the USA.

The biggest problem is that there

are only a few ways that
immigrants can come into the US legally:
1. Family-based. If you are a US citizen, then you can
apply for green cards for your spouse, your parents, your children,
and your siblings. If you are a green card holder, then you can
only apply for your spouse and unmarried children. Regardless of
whether vou are a citizen on areen card holder. vou need to have




an income that is higher than the poverty line in order to be able
to support the relative that you are petitioning for. Not only that,
but it normally takes up to 11-12 years to get this type of green
card. Also, if you're from a country such as China, Mexico, or the
Philippines, or India, then it can take up to 20 years.

2. Work-based. In order to get a work visa, immigrants need
to have a employer in the US who is willing to hire and sponsor
them. It is mainly only immigrants with very high education
levels that can get this type of visa. Also, obtaining a work visa
takes a very long time and is very expensive.

3. Asylum-based. Every year, there are only a certain
number of immigrants that can obtain asylum in the US. These
people have to prove that they are being persecuted in their
country and that they will be persecuted if they are forced to
return to their country. The persecution has to be based race,
religion, membership in a social group, political membership, and
ethnicity.

4. Other. There are a few other ways in which immigrants
can get green cards. It is, however, very difficult to get a green
card through one of these limited ways, such as the diversity
lottery, because they are only a few small groups of immigrants
that qualify for them.

At BOILA PC, we handle cases of all the petitions listed
above. We can help you get through the unnecessarily-
difficult process of obtaining a green card and, in some
cases, to even speed up the process.

Domestic Violence Asylum Grant

After 14 years of being in the court process, Ms. Rody Alverado,
an abused spouse, has been granted asylum in the U.S. Ms.
Alverado’s case was considered by several immigration courts.
Finally, the Department of Homeland Security decided that Ms.
Alverado “is eligible for asylum and merits a grant of asylum as a
matter of discretion.”

See www.beach-oswald.com if you are eligible for this relief.
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The information contained on this email is for informational purposes only and
does not constitute legal advice. The transmission of information to or from this
email does not create an attorney-client relationship between the sender and
receiver. We take our privacy policy seriously and will never sell, rent or share
our email list. View our Privacy Policy here. To schedule a consultation with one
of our immigration lawyers, please click here.
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